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UM 2020:
Building a University 
for the Global Century
A linked and comprehensive planning, budgeting, implementation, and assessment structure is key to the cost-
effective achievement of the University of Montana’s mission. Moreover, ensuring the adequacy and stewardship of 
resources is an ongoing and critical component of that mission.
The Institutional Assessment Report is published annually as an essential component of this resource 
management process. Assessment requires careful analysis of outcomes, comparing the results with established 
goals and objectives, thereby providing a rational basis for the next round of planning. These assessment results 
afford UM the opportunity to compare performance and experience with similar institutions, to choose strategic 
target comparators, and to assess the current status of achievement.
This document is an executive summary of the University’s annual assessment process. It summarizes 
performance outcomes for 2013 from many different assessment instruments and is organized around the five 
major strategic issues identified in UM 2020, the University’s Strategic Plan.
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EDUCATION FOR THE GLOBAL CENTURY






























DISCOVERY AND CREATIVITY TO SERVE 
MONTANA AND THE WORLD

















Turn today’s discoveries into tomorrow’s products through 
technology transfer, contributing to the creation of ideas, 
jobs, and business opportunities.
•	The	volume	of	extramurally	funded	research	activity	was	$61.5	
million	in	2012.
DYNAMIC LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
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Objective and timely assessment of outcomes
•	The	Writing	Committee	assessed	a	representative	sample	of	student	papers	from	lower-division	writing	courses:	4%	of	
the	papers	were	scored	as	novice,	27%	nearly	proficient,	55%	proficient,	and	13%	advanced,	indicating	that	lower-division	
writing	courses	are	preparing	students	in	critical	writing	skills.
•	The	institutional	assessment	reports,	including	the	UM	Report	Card,	are	published	at	the	conclusion	of	each	fiscal	year.
